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Chapter 2, page 101, table XI
Line 24 (Manchuria ), columns 3 and 4

delete g3 12

insert 1z 83
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Preface

In reviewing the history of plague research from the discovery of
Pasteurella pestis, in 1894, to the present day, one cannot fail to perceive
that, although work in this field of applied science was carried on assi-
duously the whole time, the greatest progress was made at the beginning
and at the end of this sixty-year period. During the twenty years imme-
diately following the isolation of the causative organism, the work of such
pioneers as Yersin, Simond, Albrecht, and Ghon, together with the
comprehensive studies of the Plague Research Commission in India, laid
a secure foundation for future investigations; and it was also in this period
that plague vaccination was introduced by Haffkine and, thus, the first
milestone on the road to effective plague-control was reached. But it is
only within the last decade that treatment with sulfonamides and anti-
biotics, on the one hand, and the application of potent insecticides—
particularly DDT—on the other, have rendered plague both a normally
curable and a thoroughly controllable disease.

The last publication in the English language to deal comprehensively
with the plague problem was a manual compiled in 1936 by Wu Lien-teh,
J. W. H. Chun, R. Pollitzer, and C. Y. Wu. Appearing as it did before
the spectacular advances in the treatment and control of the disease had
begun, this work, while still appreciated as a reference-book, has become
rather outmoded. For this reason, and because he was the only one of
the four authors who had remained active in plague research, the present
writer was repeatedly urged to bring out a second edition. However,
quite apart from the fact that the writer’s work on plague and cholera
control occupied the major part of his time both during and immediately
after the second World War, several considerations militated against a
re-edition of the 1936 manual. In the first place, the book was written
primarily for workers in China, and contains some sections of little
interest for the general reader. Secondly, as already indicated, the parts
concerned with treatment and with the control of rats and fleas have
become so obsolete as to be of historical rather than practical importance.
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Hence, it became clear that it would be far better to publish an entirely
new monograph, dealing with the plague problem as it exists today, than
to attempt a revision of the 1936 manual.

It was therefore decided that, initially, a number of studies, dealing
successively with all aspects of plague, should be published in the Bulletin
of the World Health Organization, and that, eventually, these individual
studies should be grouped and reprinted in book form. The first study
was published in November 1951, the last in September 1953. Before
publication in the present monograph, the studies were carefully revised
and brought up to date. It is hoped that the final result will be of real
assistance to workers engaged in plague research.
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